

Dear Colleagues, 

It is hard to believe we are already at the time in the year when we turn our minds to the progress report. 

We thank one and all for the collective and collaborative process of preparing this fall’s progress reports. 

 As is noted in ‘Growing Success’: 
‘The objective of the progress report card is to support teachers in using assessment ‘for learning’ and ‘as learning’ in the early part of the school year.  The progress report cards are intended to become a central part of rich discussions with students and their parents in the context of proactive interviews or conferences that will help to establish a positive tone for the remainder of the school year. In this way, students and parents can gain a better understanding of students’ learning skills and work habits, and students’ learning goals can be clarified and understood by all.’ (Pg 66)
At the onset it is important to note as is stated in Growing Success “it is not necessary for teachers to comment on all subject/strands in the space provided for comments. “  

There have been some questions raised as to what might best be commented upon regarding the progress report.  In large part, the answer lies within the domain of the teachers’ informed professional judgement, however, our recommendation for staff would be, where reasonably possible, to comment upon literacy and numeracy in terms of assessment ‘for learning’ or ‘as learning”.   The reason for this is that literacy and numeracy have been key areas of focus in our board learning plan for many years, and further, it is most typically –reading, writing and numeracy that are key indicators of student success.
One excellent resource in answering questions related to the progress report can be found on the Provincial EDUGains website under ‘Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Policy’:  www.edugains.ca 

Again, many thanks for the care and concern, in composing the progress report. Your work helps to create a learning place where productive dialogue with parents and students can flourish.  The Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectations suggest that students consider their assessment not as an end goal, but as part of the process of life learning in the context of our faith.  We deeply appreciate the time and consideration staff gives in nurturing children on their lifelong journey as followers of Christ.
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